
Attachment 1 

1 

Agenda Item Summary 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

Through HB 2538, the 1993 Oregon Legislative Assembly created the 
seven-member Access and Habitat (A&H) Board.  The Oregon Fish and 
Wildlife Commission (Commission) appoints three board members to 
represent the broad spectrum of hunters, three to represent the broad 
spectrum of landowners, and one to represent the public and serve as 
Board Chair.  The A&H Board subsequently appoints representatives to 
six Regional Advisory Councils, which provide the first level of review 
for projects designed to improve habitat and public hunting access in 
Oregon.  The A&H Board provides the next level of project review, and 
then forwards proposals to the Commission for final consideration and 
approval to expend A&H Program funds.   
 

PUBLIC 
INVOLVEMENT 
 

The Hunter Representative vacancy was advertised to the public through 
news releases, internet postings, and direct communication with sporting 
organizations.  The Board Chair position was open to applicants from the 
current A&H Board or any A&H Regional Advisory Council, which 
members of the public have had the opportunity to serve on.   

ISSUE 1 Access and Habitat Board Chair Appointment 

ANALYSIS The A&H Board will have a Board Chair vacancy beginning January 1, 
2009.  All current A&H Board and A&H Regional Advisory Council 
members were encouraged to formally apply for the position.  If a current 
Board member is appointed, they would serve the remainder of their 
current four-year appointment as Board Chair and would then be eligible 
to be re-appointed for four more years as Board Chair.   
 
We received a total of three applicants, listed below (in alphabetical 
order). 
 
 

Candidate A • Name:                     Robert Jaeger 
• Location:                Condon, OR 
• Occupation:            Farmer 
• A&H Experience:  Current Board Member (Landowner Rep.) 
 
Robert has been serving as a Landowner Representative on the A&H 
Board since January 2006.  If appointed as Board Chair, he would 
serve until December 2009 and would then be eligible for a 4-year re-
appointed.  Robert runs a farm in Condon that has been in his family 
for three generations.  His farm has been enrolled in the A&H 
Program, and he has allowed hunting on the property when bird 
populations could support the added pressure.  His property is 
enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) 
and he has worked closely with the Natural Resource Conservation 
Service (NRCS). 
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Robert has been actively involved with the Oregon Wheat 
Commission, working cooperatively with various delegations from 
around the world.   

 
Candidate B • Name:                     Steve McClelland 

• Location:                Cove, OR 
• Occupation:            Rangeland Resources Manager, Forest Capital 
• A&H Experience:   Current Board Member (Hunter Rep.) 
 
Steve has been serving as a Hunter Representative on the A&H Board 
since March 2007, and previously served as a Landowner 
Representative on the Northeast Regional Advisory Council.  If 
appointed as Board Chair, he would serve until March 2011 and 
would then be eligible for a 4-year re-appointment.  Steve received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Fish and Wildlife Management from 
Montana State University and a Master of Science degree in 
Rangeland Management from Oregon State University (OSU).  He 
has been an Oregon resident for 25 years, the first 10 of which he 
spent in western Oregon working for the USFS, OSU, and the Oregon 
Department of Agriculture.  Steve spent the last 15 years in the 
northeast region working for Forest Capital (formerly Boise Cascade).   
 
In the course of his career, Steve has provided technical guidance to a 
variety of citizen groups as well as and local, state, and federal 
governments to address rangeland, wildlife, water quality, and forest 
management issues.  He has also been involved with RMEF and 
Ducks Unlimited (DU). 

 
 

Candidate C • Name:                     James Morrell 
• Location:                Sisters, OR 
• Occupation:            Retired Naval Officer 
• A&H Experience:   Current Regional Advisory Council Chair 
 
James has been serving on the Deschutes/Klamath Regional Advisory 
Council since February 2004.  If appointed as Board Chair, he would 
serve through December 2012 and would then eligible for a 4-year re-
appointment.  He has also applied for the current Hunter 
Representative vacancy on the A&H Board.  James had a long career 
as a Captain in the Navy, commanding a Destroyer Squadron of seven 
ships and 2,000 men.  He went on to earn a Masters of Business 
Administration degree from the University of Puget Sound. 
 
James has been very involved with various sporting groups, serving as 
Oregon State Chair of RMEF, Field Administrator of OHA, and 
holding memberships with Trout Unlimited, DU, Safari Club 
International (SCI), and the National Rifle Association (NRA). 
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DRAFT MOTION I move to appoint ___________ as Chair of the Access and Habitat 
Board.   

 
EFFECTIVE  DATE: January 1, 2009 

 
  
ISSUE 2 Access and Habitat Board Hunter Representative Appointment 

ANALYSIS The A&H Board will have one Hunter Representative vacancy beginning 
January 1, 2009.  ODFW received 10 applications and formed an internal 
review committee to rank them according to the following criteria: 
 

• Experience and knowledge of hunting 
• Involvement in sportsmen/hunter/conservation organizations. 
• Leadership in sportsmen/hunter/conservation organizations. 
• Leadership and experience on or with councils/ boards/ 

commissions/ legislature. 
• Experience working with and/or representing the public. 
• Ability/interest in working collaboratively with others. 
• Participation in the A&H Program. 
• Ability to foster positive relations between landowners, hunters, 

and ODFW. 
• Representation in “under-represented” part of the state. 

 
The assessment produced the following five top-ranking candidates 
(listed in alphabetical order). 
 
 

Candidate A • Name:                     Thomas Alkire 
• Location:                Portland, OR 
• Occupation:            Journalist 
 

Thomas has been fishing, camping, and hunting deer, elk, turkey and 
upland birds/waterfowl in the Northwest since childhood.  Through 
his journalism career, he has familiarized himself with current 
environmental, natural resource, and energy issues, and has published 
several hunting and fishing stories in national magazines.  His line of 
work has brought him into contact with state and federal employees, 
legislators, lawyers, lobbyists, judges, and elected officials.   
 

Thomas currently serves as President of the Anglers’ Club of 
Portland, and is a member of Oregon Trout and The Native Fish 
Society, OHA, DU, and the NRA.  He has also served on the Board of 
Directors of his Neighborhood Association and on several committees 
of the Portland City Club. 
 
 

Candidate B • Name:                     James Morrell 
• Location:                Sisters 
• Occupation:            Retired Naval Officer 
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James has been serving on the Deschutes/Klamath Regional Advisory 
Council since February 2004.  He has also applied for the A&H Board 
Chair position.  James grew up in Alaska and has harvested most big 
game species in North America, as well as waterfowl and upland 
game birds.  He had a long career as a Captain in the Navy, 
commanding a Destroyer Squadron of seven ships and 2,000 men.  
James went on to earn a Masters of Business Administration degree 
from the University of Puget Sound. 
 

James has been very involved with various sporting groups, serving as 
Oregon state Chair of RMEF, Field Administrator of OHA, and 
holding memberships with Trout Unlimited, Ducks Unlimited, the 
Safari Club International, and the NRA. 
 
 

Candidate C • Name:                     Larry Sharp 
• Location:                Bend 
• Occupation:            Retired Civil Engineer 
 

Larry has hunted big game, waterfowl, and upland birds since the age 
of 12.  His hunting travels have taken him throughout the west and 
midwest, where he gained first-hand experience with other hunting 
access programs.   For the last 10 years, Larry has run a farm in 
eastern Oregon.  During his career as a civil engineer, he has worked 
closely with environmental documents and grant agreements, as well 
as maps and property boundaries. 
 

Larry is a long-time OHA member, and has volunteered on youth 
hunts and educational sessions.  He has also held a membership with 
DU, and served as President on the Central Oregon Chapter of 
Pheasants Forever.  He volunteered for many years on the Murderer’s 
Creek A&H project. 

 
 

Candidate D • Name:                     George Siniscal 
• Location:                Lincoln City 
• Occupation:            Retired Corrections Officer 
 
George has been an avid hunter and outdoorsman for nearly 50 years, 
and currently owns a 55-acre plot of timber conservation land.  He is a 
member of the Confederate Tribes of Siletz Indians and has served as 
Chair of the Natural Resources Committee for 14 years.   
 
George is the current President of the OHA – Lincoln County 
Chapter, and served on the external review committee for ODFW’s 
Oregon Black-tailed Deer Management Plan.  He has also volunteered 
with ODFW over the past 5 years with deer and elk surveys, deer hair 
loss surveys, bear baiting, and elk relocation. 
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Candidate E • Name:                     Scott Spears 
• Location:                Cove 
• Occupation:            V.P. of Finance and CFO – Saint Elizabeth  
                                      Health Service, Inc. 
 
Scott has lived and hunted in Oregon his whole life, but also has 
experienced hunting in other states.  He is currently serving on the 
Northeast A&H Regional Advisory Council.  Scott spent the early 
part of his career in the agriculture and timber industries, including a 
four-year stint with Boise Cascade.  His current position as hospital 
Vice President of Finance and CFO has required him to work 
cooperatively with various boards and members of the public. 
 
Scott has been an active member of DU and RMEF.  He served as 
President of the Union County Chapter of OHA for four years, and 
was directly involved with youth pheasant hunts. 
 
 

DRAFT MOTION I move to appoint ___________ to serve a four-year term as Hunter 
Representative on the Access and Habitat Board.   

 
EFFECTIVE  DATE: January 1, 2009 

 
 


